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Inner  fascination
By  Dr.  Amir  Huda

Department  of  Physics

Fresno  State  students,  faculty  and  staff  who  recently  viewed  the  BODY
WORLDS  exhibit  at  the  California  Science  Center  in  Los  Angeles  found  it
“amazing,”  “surprising,”  and  “quite  interesting.”

The  Biomedical  Physics  Program  (http://medicalphysics.csufresno.edu)
in  the  Physics  Department  arranged  a  field  trip  on  Oct.  30,  2004,  under
the  sponsorship  of  College  of  Science  and  Mathematics  Dean  K.P.
Wong.

The  BODY  WORLDS  exhibit  explores  bodily  performance  at  a  depth
never  before  possible  on  such  a  comprehensive  scale.  Thanks  to  the
breakthrough  process  of  plastination,  more  than  200  real  human
specimens  are  displayed  to  reveal  an  extraordinary  new  look  inside  the
human  body.

The  plastination  technique  replaces  bodily  fluids  and  fat  with  reactive
polymers,  such  as  silicone  rubber,  epoxy  resins  or  polyester.  Body  and

organ  slices  produced  with  epoxy  resins  result  in  transparent  specimens  with  good  coloration  of  individual
tissues;;  polyester  resins  permit  an  excellent  distinction  between  white  and  grey  brain  matter  and  are  thus
used  for  the  plastination  of  brain  slices.

Human  beings  have  always  been  fascinated  by  not  only  the  external  world  that  seems  to  circumscribe  them
in  the  center  but  also  the  inner  world  that  creates  the  outer  environment.  The  exhibit  evokes  several
questions  about  what  is  a  human  body  and  a  human  being  and  draws  the  audience  into  a  fascinating
journey.  Are  we  our  bodies?

The  complexity  of  our  anatomy,  especially  the  brain  and  the  sheer  diversity  of  trails  of  physiology  in  a
masterfully  choreographed  dance  of  neurons,  blood  vessels,  muscles  and  bone  in  what  was  once  a  being
but  no  more,  makes  one  appreciate  simple  processes  in  one’s  daily  life  which  we  take  almost  for  granted
such  as  walking,  breathing,  etc.

Gunther  von  Hagens  is  the  inventor  of  the  plastination  technique  and  creator  of  the  BODY  WORLDS
exhibition.  More  than  15  million  people  throughout  Europe  and  Asia  have  viewed  the  exhibit.
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