California State University, Fresno
Department of Biology Colloquium Seminar Series
presents…

Dr. Paul Evans
Assistant Professor of Molecular Biology
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT.

“Bioarchaeology of mummies in Egypt and the
phylogenetics of endangered fish: An adventitious nexus”
----------------------------“It was 34 years ago that R. Paul Evans joined the Brigham Young University faculty as a
molecular biologist. Previously he was a research fellow at Purdue University and received
his Ph.D. in 1983 from Virginia Commonwealth University and a Bachelor Degree in
Science from Brigham Young University in 1995 (this is not a typo).
Paul’s research has centered on using DNA to study the changes that occur in families,
populations and species over time. Working with international, federal, and state agencies,
he has defined the genetic identity of fishes and aquatic insects throughout the
world. Other projects have involved lobster populations along the coast of Oman, penguin
colonies in the Antarctic, water snake families in Texas, Rockfish species in the Pacific, and
thorny-headed parasites.
In 1994, Paul was perfecting techniques to recover DNA from June Sucker and Cutthroat
Trout bones recovered at archaeological sites. One day, a person walked into his office
and asked, “If you can get DNA from fish bones, can you get DNA from the bones of
Egyptian mummies?” Since then, he has excavated in Egypt during 25 seasons and is the
excavation team resident biologist performing ancient DNA studies, on-site forensic
pathology and age/sex determination of hundreds of mummies, and anything else biology.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Friday, NOV. 05, 2021
3:00 – 4:00 pm PDT
Zoom virtual meeting:
Zoom virtual meeting:
https://fresnostate.zoom.us/j/85974417523?pwd=WTBXTHJMaWpMc0Z6bW02Q3dhY0tQZz09
Meeting ID: 859 7441 7523
Passcode: 828325
In case the link did not work, you are welcome to use the meeting ID# above to join
us
If you need a disability-related accommodation or wheelchair access, please contact Lindasue Garner at the Department
of Biology at (559) 278-2001 or e-mail lgarner@csufresno.edu at least one week prior to the event.

